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Item Discussion and recommendations 

Chair: Angela Coulter  

1. Updates 
a. PPIE in Alliance organisations 
b. PAB recruitment 
c. Quinquennial review 

 
 

Shared learning event for Alliance members 

prompted by PAB’s review of data access processes 

attracted 70 participants. Data access survey to be 

repeated in 2022. 

Recruitment of 9-12 new PAB members has 

commenced. 

Members were encouraged to continue inputting 

into the QQR review. 

2. Planning PAB actions on Trusted Research 
Environments (TREs) 
a. Presentation on TREs by Susheel Varma 
b. Discussion on possible objectives 

 

Use of TREs should help to ensure that personal data 

is used securely and effectively, but risk of harm 

cannot be completely eliminated. There are 

variations in the design and functions of TREs, but a 

coordinated national effort is required to harmonise 

processes and streamline governance and data 

access, including public involvement. Frameworks 

for good data governance are required and these 

must be open to public scrutiny. 

During discussion the following objectives for PAB’s 

activities on this topic were proposed:  

1. Review PPIE in current Alliance TREs and 
develop recommendations and standards for 
public involvement  

2. Develop guidance on transparency and 
communications to build confidence in TREs 

3. Pilot standards and guidance with an existing 
TRE 

4. Focus on new developments to get ahead of the 
curve, eg federated analytics.  

 
Members were asked to consider the pros and cons 
of each of these objectives, their likely impact, 
further information required and how to collect it, 
and how to involve public contributors from across 
the Alliance. Final decisions on priorities must await 
the establishment of the refreshed board in January 
2022. 
 

 


