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Current measures in Norway

Measures include:

̶ Extensive testing, contact tracing and 
use of isolation and quarantine

̶ Comprehensive epidemiological
surveillance

̶ Border controls

̶ Social distancing, including limit of 20 
guests in private homes (excluding
those fully vaccinated)
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#1

Norway and the 
pandemic

Norway is fortunate to have:

̶ A strong public sector and welfare 
state

̶ Open and transparent government

̶ High-trust society

̶ Strong economy

̶ High-quality health care services

̶ Low population density

̶ World-class registry data
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#2

Putting data to use

̶ National registries

̶ National Population Register

̶ Laboratory data

̶ MSIS Laboratory Database

̶ Biobanks and cohorts

̶ The Norwegian Mother, Father
and Child Cohort Study (MoBa)

Basic data collection in the Norwegian Mother, Father and Child Cohort Study (MoBa)
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A new, integrated
preparedness registry

̶ One of the most important 
innovations during the pandemic

̶ Norway has world-class registry data

̶ But it has never been fully combined, 
real-time

̶ The registry makes possible a range 
of analyses

̶ Relies on high quality data from 
underlying registries

̶ Ongoing work
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Vaccine follow-up

̶ There are many examples of how
high quality registry data made a 
difference

̶ One important example is vaccine
follow-up

̶ Covid vaccination is a giant
experiment, and we are fortunate to 
have real-time, real-world data

̶ Combined study with Denmark was 
basis for decision to drop 
AstraZeneca



Vaccination itself was not associated 
with increased fetal mortality and
may have reduced the risk of 
influenza-related fetal death during 
the pandemic.
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Lessons going forward

̶ Science and innovation is an integral part of public health preparedness

̶ High quality data is extremely valuable; better data means more targeted response 

̶ A much stronger scientific approach for non-pharmaceutical interventions is needed

̶ Our ‘toolbox’ of genome-based analyses should be expanded and developed

̶ Build on the successes of international scientific collaboration – rapid sharing of 
knowledge and data, drug trials, and vaccine development and production

̶ Social, demographic and cultural perspectives must be part of future preparedness 
against future pandemics – and we need to have relevant data
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Turning Discovery into Healthier Communities
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Leveraging Data Analytics to Inform Policy 

Response to COVID-19: A case study from 

Singapore



Covid-19 Situation Dashboard
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Vaccination Status

Data as of 18 April 2021



Contact Tracing and Case Linkages



Digital Tracking of Movement and Interaction



Key takeaways

• Data analytics offer insights to guide agile policy making

and tweaks

• Powerful aide for public communications, especially of

risks and uncertainties

• Digital deployment enable and enhance response to

outbreak control

• Ability or inability to respond during a public health crisis

is a function of decision taken in a country in the past,

investing before an outbreak is crucial!
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