
Data & Connectivity 
National Core Study

What did we achieve in Sprint 7?

Making COVID-19 datasets available for research

•  86 (+11 from Sprint 6) National Core Study priority datasets listed on the HDRUK Innovation Gateway 
with detailed technical metadata for 83 (+10 from Sprint 6).

•  Vaccine data now available in the Scottish National Data Safe Haven (also available in English, and 
Welsh Trusted Research Environments (TRE) and shortly available in the Northern Ireland TRE). 

• Northern Ireland death registry data is now available. 

•  Four ‘Task and Finish’ groups set up to improve data connectivity for:

 •   Viral and host genomic data, and other COVID ‘sovereign’ data assets (e.g. COG-UK, GenOMMIC, 
PHOSP, ICNARC) to support surveillance and research on the vaccine programme and emerging 
COVID-19 variants.

 •  Rapid hospital admissions data to enable surveillance and 
research on vaccine effectiveness and safety.

 •  Vaccine data epidemiology to enable identification and 
analysis of current and emerging rare adverse events after 
vaccination, and co-ordinate ongoing analyses across the UK.

 •  Enabling wider linkage of administration and health data 
(such as education and occupational data) to monitor longer 
term impact of the pandemic and research on transmission as 
lockdown restrictions ease. 

https://healthdatagateway.org/
https://www.cogconsortium.uk/
https://genomicc.org/
https://www.phosp.org/
https://www.icnarc.org/


• Find the latest metrics on data access requests on the National Core Study Gateway Dashboard

•  11 of the 12 HDRUK and ONS funded projects have now had at least one data access request 
approved to begin their COVID-19 research. There were 21 data access requests submitted via the 
Innovation Gateway, covering 84 datasets. 

•   Progress continues to harmonise the data access request process via the HDRUK Innovation 
Gateway with the TRE partner processes. 

•  The ‘Cohort Discovery’ tool was launched on the HDRUK Innovation Gateway.  This tool allows 
researchers to search for and assess data and discover research-specific population cohorts 
across multiple datasets. The wider advisory group were presented the newly launched cohort 
discovery tool and provided suggestions for the development of a lay summary of the tool for 
the public.

•  The Information Commissioner’s Office held a workshop to discuss the Data Protection Impact 
Assessments each TRE partner needs 
to complete to minimise risk. 

•  Progress continues to build an 
analytical federation across  
the 5 UK TREs. 

Data discovery, access, and user experience

https://www.healthdatagateway.org/pages/national-core-studies-ncs-dashboard
https://www.hdruk.ac.uk/news/projects-to-accelerate-use-of-data-for-vital-covid-19-research/
https://www.healthdatagateway.org/
https://www.healthdatagateway.org/
https://www.hdruk.ac.uk/news/hdruk-launches-transformational-new-search-functionality-cohort-discovery/
https://www.healthdatagateway.org/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-data-protection/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/accountability-and-governance/data-protection-impact-assessments/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-data-protection/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/accountability-and-governance/data-protection-impact-assessments/


•  The programme for the National Core Study Symposium event on June 24th  has now been 
announced. This event brings together the six National Core Study teams and wider community to 
share impact on UK COVID science and policy. 

•  The lay advisory group has helped to develop a new webpage aimed at providing accessible 
information about the Data and Connectivity programme - Data and Connectivity information for 
the public

•  Work continues with patient and public representatives to co-design a template for data 
custodians to develop lay summaries of data assets for the Gateway. 

•  78 people attended the ‘Open Door Discussion – Our Response to COVID-19’ to learn about the 
Data and Connectivity National Core Study. 25 people completed an evaluation survey - 60% said 
they learnt ‘a great deal’ and ‘a lot’ and 76% said they would be ‘extremely interested’ and ‘very 
interested’ to attend future public engagement events.

Communicating and engaging with partners, patients, and 
the public 

https://www.hdruk.ac.uk/events/national-core-studies-symposium/
https://www.hdruk.ac.uk/covid-19-data-and-connectivity/information-for-the-public/
https://www.hdruk.ac.uk/covid-19-data-and-connectivity/information-for-the-public/


•  Enabling wider access and linkage to priority datasets to support vaccine research 
and surveillance.

• Developing a roadmap to enable wider linkage of key health and administrative data sets.

•  Progressing the implementation of the cohort discovery tool across our four nation 
delivery partners.

•  Implementing the user -informed improvements suggested by researchers funded by our rapid 
funded call; to improve the data access request process via the Innovation Gateway.

• Continue the development of lay summaries to describe the work of the Data and Connectivity NCS.

Emerging Priorities and next steps


