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The Digital Innovation Hub programme, launched in 2018, has 
three major strands

The ISCF Digital Innovation Hub (DIH) Programme, led by Health Data Research UK (HDR UK) on behalf of UK Research and Innovation, is a £37.5m investment to create 
a UK-wide capability to enable the safe and responsible use of health-related data at scale for research and innovation. This isbeing achieved through embedding a 
robust governance framework across the three elements of the DIH Programme:

Å The UK Health Data Research Alliance

Å The Health Data Research Innovation Gateway

ÅHealth Data Research Hubs

Seven hubs were announced on 12 September 2019 and went live on 1 October 2019; In just 3 months, the Hubs achieved their first major milestone.
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GUT REACTION ςThe Health Data 
Research Hub for Inflammatory 

Bowel Disease

DATA-CANςThe Health 
DataResearch Hub

for Cancer

DISCOVER-NOWςThe Health Data 
Research Hub for Real World 

Evidence

INSIGHTςThe Health Data 
Research Hub for Eye Health

PIONEER ςThe Health 
DataResearch Hub for

Acute Care

BREATHE ςThe Health 
DataResearch Hub for 

RespiratoryHealth

NHS DigiTrials ςThe Health Data 
Research Hub for

Clinical Trials



Highlightsςthe variety of activities across the Hubs are already making 
a difference for patients and for the wider life sciences sector
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100% of the 7hubs met 

milestone 1 

Involving

>100 
organisations 
from NHS, 
academia, 
industry and 
charities 
involved 

in22locations across 

England, NI, Scotland & 
Wales

6disease areas prioritised

Cancer Diabetes
Respiratory 

health 

Inflammatory 
bowel disease 

Eye health Acute care

Quality of datasets

Level 4: Full technical submission

Demonstrated technical maturity 
and capability to submit 
qualitymetadata

Å DATA-CAN

Å DiscoverNOW

Å INSIGHT

Å Gut Reaction

Å BREATHE

"I can see that if researchers had 
been able to access and use my 
health data, I might have been 
offered more effective 
treatments, quicker." 

Rosanna Fennessy, patient 
representative for Gut Reaction

Hubs have been featured at many high-profile 
events including:
Å World Cancer Summit, Cancer52andEFPIA Oncology 

Data Summit

Å ABPI event with 85 attendees from 20pharma 
companies

Å UseMyData (Leeds) and Medicines Discovery Catapult 
(Macclesfield)

Å Biopharma Ambition Dublin event with over 400 
delegates from the Biopharma Industry

>4 high profile global partnerships 



Hubs are supporting projects across industry, academia and the NHS 
including:
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Examples of projects include:

ÅDeveloping a tool to automate prescription of treatment 
for paracetamol overdose 

ÅCreating a digital app for breast cancer management 

ÅEpidemiological study for childhood asthma 

ÅHealth technology assessment 

ÅReviewing how high street ophthalmic imaging can inform 
diagnosis of dementia

39New projects across

all hubs

Hubs are currently 
supporting 

6UK SMEs 

as users through 
specific projects

4publications 

were released in 
the first few 
months, and 

3more are 

currently under 
review



DataςHubshave made 47 datasets discoverable on the Innovation 
Gateway, with metadata available for a range of dataset types

The datasets discoverable across the hubs cover a range of modalities, including: Genome Wide Association Studies, 
linked clinical and genomics, Electronic Health Records, community, primary care, research cohorts, imaging, 
longitudinal real-world studies. Examples include:
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A specifically developed and manually 
validated dataset of acute care contacts 
(including physiological, biochemical, 
outcome and hospital activity data) 

along with genomics

National hospital episode datasets to 
enable an England-wide clinical trial 

feasibility service

Linked, longitudinal dataset, covering a 
population of 2.4m people, bringing 

together data from community services, 
mental health, primary and 

secondarycare



Milestone 1 required Hubs to deliver rapidly against their plans

Milestone 1 requirements were ambitious. Between 1 
October and 31 December 2019, Hubs were required to:

1. Sign up to the DIH Programme Principles for Participation
ςincluding the FAIR data principles (Findable, Accessible, 
Interoperable and Reusable). 

2. Make the metadata about their datasets available and 
discoverable through the Health Data Research 
Innovation Gatewayςproviding a description of the 
number of datasets, and their scale and quality.

3. Demonstrate that their physical environment was 
operational.

4. Set out their plans to engage with and involve patients 
and the public on access to, use of and security of
patient data.
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https://www.hdruk.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Digital-Innovation-Hub-Programme-Prospectus-Appendix-Principles-for-Participation.pdf
https://healthdatagateway.org/


Hubs operate across the UK, with multiple physical locations that allow 
ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŀΣ bI{ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǘƻ άōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀƛǊέ
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INSIGHT

PIONEER

NHS DIGITRIALS

DATA-CAN

BREATHE 

GUT REACTION

DISCOVER-NOW

Health Data Research Hubs

Option


